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PREFACE 


In the past years a considerabl : 
the Blessed npa have been ited ARF fe ce of 
these works, I have found them to be devoid of oy of 
indispensable in a work of this kind, namel ; A qualities 
organization. These defects are largely ee ba: scribe! ts 
oo es the ee of a catechism is a rather difficult 

sinc 5 

n Fie Se e it demands a thorough comprehension of the 

In this Catechism, written upon the insist 
have done all to avoid the aforesaid detects eee 
{= This work bears the title of Catechism because it is in- 
tended to be a o orderly, and synthetic exposition of all 
the points regarding the life, dogma, and cult of our Lady; at 
the same time, it has been written in the form of question and 
answer. The title of Catechism, however, by no means implies 
that the work contains elementary teaching suited to the capacity 
of children; on the contrary, it is especially intended for persons 
who wish to acquire a solid and complete: a et Mary Fi 
the Mother of God. In short, the book is a little Marian Summa. 

May this book cause the Blessed Mother of G d 
better known and loved and imitated by our Cath 
May it succeed in showing the uni 
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pRELIMINARIES 


7 € MARY 
- TUDY OF 
THE $ 


opssITY OF THE STUDY OF MARy 
NE 


aS Desay to know the Blessed Virgin? 
i 38 ce Siedee of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
After the Kno 


Of + 
d Virgin 1s the most necessary. he 
Blesse | 
9, Why is it necessary to know the Blessed Vives 


w the Blessed Virgin because a Che 

It is oie tial eS Teast what is essential in the Christia 
ian ought a Mothe r of God is ‘not accidental to Christian 
e G an essential element-of-it. 
3. Why is the Blessed Virgin essential to the Chris. 
ian Religion? 

The Blessed Virgin is essential to 
because She-is the Mother of its 


is placed in th 


the Christian Reli ion 
e center of our Creed, <“ 


. On this account, She 
‘Who was conceived of 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” Without Mary, 
Christianity as we have it today is inconceivable. Marianism js 


a negative characteristic of the true Church. Where there is no 
Marian cult, there is no true Christian Church. 


4, Is there another motive compelling us to study 
the Blessed Virgin? 


Yes, another motive compellir oat 
fae SESS pelung us to study the Blessed Vir 
Do the fact that, by the free disposition of Almighty God, She 
tim “ence in our spiritual life and is_in. 
In the work 


Gir eternal sal- 
i ses this truth when she i- 
< o Our Life, our S n 


weetness, and our Hope. 
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why has the knowledge of the Blessed Virgi 
in 


ome so necessary in modern times? 


The knowledge of the Blessed Virign h 
necessary in ats SR because of the inen eee more 
s H WÈ TEER dan F never exverienced in the 
ence, y in need ot Her wh 5 
p> the implacable enemy of 10m, God has con- 
stituted t God.” s y of Satan, the Conqueror of all 


pattles 0° => 


9. SOURCES OF THE STUDY OF MARY 


bee 


6. Where is the doctrine on the Blessed Virgin to 


be found? 
= The doctrine of the Blessed Virgin is to be found in the 
depository of Divine Revelation, i. e., in Holy Scripture and in 
tolic Tradition, both guarded and explained by the Ec- 


- clesiastical Magisterium. 

aS ‘ 7. Does Holy Scripture contain many references to 

holy Virgin is directly referred to in 
‘but they are more than sufficient to 
ith the most sublime conception of Her. The fol- 
passage alone, found in Saint Matthew (I. 16), would 
: “Of whom was bom Jesus” 
are the principal Marian Fathers, Doctors, 


ede the Venerable, 
Bonaventure, St. 


Fr, Justin Miechow, O. P., Fr. John Baptist Novat 


mew de los Rios, O. S. A., Fr. Dionysius Petavius, S, ] Bary 

de Rhodes. S. J- Fr. Theophilus Raynaud, S. J., | J » Xr. Q Ol. 
Vega, S. J., Fr. Vincent Contenson, Gears. FE, Hippol tistopts 
Cl, St. John Eudes, Fr. Louis d’Argentan, Fr. Pau| TAR Ma, e 
Ji Benignus Bossuet, St. Louis Grignion de Montf Serj g te 
[rombelli, Venerable William Chaminade, Rohault 2 T, Jok? 
Fr. Charles Passaglia, S, J; Augustus Nicolas, Pae F dais 
covany, Cardinal Alexis M. Lepicier, O. S. M. S'Stus Ro.’ 


3. PRINCIPLES OF MARIAN DOCTRINE 


9. What are the fundamental principles of M 


doctrine? arian 

The fundamental principles of Marian doctri 
primary and four second) Octrine are on 
one 


10. What is the primary principle? 


The primary princi le of Mariology is ; 
the Mother of God aide the Me diaii. of an Owing: Mary jg 
principle reveals the very essence of Mary and oe race. This 
other words, the “raison ď'etre?” of Her existe eT mission; in 
principle we deduce, and to this principle nce. From this 
Mariological conclusions. Be We rei all Other 


11. What are the four secondary principles? 


The four secondary principl i 
a ples are de ; 
L S are: 1) the principle a primary 
principle of becomingness; (3) the principle_of e meee 


(4) the principle of analogy or similarity to Chris Hee! 8 


12. State the principle of singularity, 


The principle of singularity is: Si : 
Most unigue erature Ey ik: Sinoe the Blessed Virgi i 
| Re sue stinted by God in a specal oe d 
may not be granted to an ace SASS aS 


18, M4 ° 

= obs the principle of becomingness 
Tin 5 : 

most Holy me of becomingness is: We must attribute to the 


gin all those perfections befitting the dignity 


of Moth 
have sor 
and reas 
God ap! 
all thos 
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AN 


race, 
Saints. 


Quee 


aral 
but t 


| 
Chr 


GQ, Uo. of Mother of God and Mediatrix of th 
St RENA have some foundation in Revelation aad R lease race. and which 
Ph and reason. This principle is f contrary to faith 
May. St p ple is formulated from the fact that wh 
wes God appomts anyone to accomplish a special mission, H te 
Jor: all those qualifications that render him capable of it e grants 
+, 70 y ' 
le pani 
Re 14. State the principle of eminence. 
S; arafa i 3 
The principle' of eminence is: All the a of nature, 
upon all the 


race, and of glory, which Almighty God bestow 

| Saints, He must have accorded in some manner to the Holy Virgin 
| ae a eE piepe arises from the fact of the incom- 
para le superiority or Mary to all th A te A 
but taken together as wally eile Saints not only individually 


| | ° . 
oe | oe State the principle of analogy or similarity to 


| _ The principle of analogy or similarity to Christ is: To the 
various privileges in the humanity of Christ correspond anal- 
ogous privileges in the person of His Mother, allowance be- 
y ise ing made to the particular condition of Jesus and of Mary. 
| This principle arises from the dignity of Mother of God and 


i Co-Redemptrix* of the human race. 

his o s 

ler = * (Note of the translator, )—The term Co-Redemptrix is not to be under- 
stood in the sense of supplying for any deficiency in the Redemption 
- wrought by the Savior. Redemption is absolutely one and therefore com- 

ected by Jesus Christ, the God-Man. This primary 

Y: 

e 

d 


Da ee 


ice at the 


disposal of humanity” (Campana, 
178). And if Mary, for the first, 
the salvation of humanity, on what 
Co-Redemptrix, which has been 
X, Benedict XV, Pius XI and 


ADVANTAGES OF THE STUDY op 


4, MARY 


16. What are the principle benefits to be 


from the study of Mary? Baingy 
ciple benefits to be gained from the 
a and love of God; (2) the kua of Ma 
and TENN a love of the ang 
Mahe Mary Supremes tte 
; e 


The prin 
are: (1) bie knowledse 
love of Jesus Christ; (3 
of God. These benefits render the stu 


lightful and profitable. 
17. How must we study Mary in order 
to Sain th ese 


benefits? | 
| In order to gain these benefits we must st 
Jove, diligence, and method. study Mary With 
| 
| o 5. DIVISION 
18. How do we form an ; 
T ` adequate conception of 


Va 


We form an adequate conception of M 
1 Her life, in Her dogma, and ae cult. ae 


y many parts can we divid 
= Virgin? e the cate- 
the catechism of the Blessed Virgin into three 
(2) Mary in Catholic teaching, 


> 


PART ONE 


THE LIFE OF MARY 


20. Into how man 
be divided? y periods may the Life of Mary 
The Life of Mary may be divided into two great periods: 


(1) from Her Nativity to the Annunciation; 
nunciation to Her Assumption. unciation; (2) from the An- 


FIRST PERIOD 


FROM THE NATIVITY 
TO THE ANNUNCIATION 


21. From what family did Mary descend? 


Mary descended from the royal family of King David, al- 
though Her progenitors by ill-fate lost the renown of their 


pristine greatness. 


22. Who were the parents of Mary? 
tradition, the parents of Mary were 


According to ancient 
oachim and Anne. 


two holy persons named J 
93. Was the conception of the Virgin Mary mir- 


aculous? 
According to ancient tradition, Saint Anne, the mother of 
Mary, was barren. She miraculously conceived her incomparable 


daughter. 


94. Where was Mary born? 
ary’s birth is disputed. Three cities 
m this privilege — namely, Sefori, 


The exact place of M 
on opinion favors Jerusa- 


of Palestine enviously clai 
The comm 


Nazareth, and Jerusaiem. - 


ot 


- ll- 


25. When was Mary born? 
the exact year nor date of H, 


born in the year 733 after the birth, 


We know neither 
found 


all probability, She was 
of Rome, (21 B. C.)- 


26. What name was imposed upon the Blesseq a 
Ir. 


gin? 
tion the Virgin received th 
By divine inspirat he *Baluved: OE God.” We na x oM Ma eR 


which signifies AS 

nounce ee name of Mary with great respect, confidence Pro. 

love because it is the greatest, most powerful, and ee lovad 
able 


name after the name of Jesus. 
27. Where did Mary spend the years of He, „: 
hood? girl. 


According to ancient tradition, Mary spent th 
irlhood ah the seclusion of the Temple at Pua a 
a 


life of pare and labor. 
28. What did Mary do after She left the Temple? 


ae Mary Jeft the Temple, she married Saint 
t royal ak X o wet Joseph who 


E aa iel Gabriel, contain- 


Reese yt Cccp At Pan 


ler to the « o dignity of Mother of 


in uk place? 
sie th took rein is clear- 


Now in the sixth month th An G j ‘ , 
oS 5 & z was se frc God 
gel ibr iel Vas ant ym yd to a 


town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a Virgi 
j é gin betrothed to a 
man 


named Joseph, of the house of David. ; Mio) 

And when the Angel had come to rots ue Hall, E er 

Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among wonen Whe sle a 
seen him She was troubled at his word, and kept ichidctiie wie aes 
ner of greeting this might be. g what man- 
And the angel said to Her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for tk has 

found grace with God. And behold, thou shalt conceive in eee ah 
and shalt bring forth a Son; and thou shalt call His jame je a the 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High; and He 
AS sss Seeks aie: of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom 


But Mary said to the angel: “How shall this happen, since I know 
not man?’ 

And the angel answered and said to Her: “The Holy Spirit shall come 
upon thee and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee; 
and therefore the Holy One to be born shall be called the Son of God. 
And behold, Elizabeth thy kinswoman also has conceived a son in 
her old age, and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month; 
for nothing shall be impossible with God.’ 

But Mary said: “Behold the Handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto 
me according to thy word.’ 

And the angel departed from Her.” (Luke 1, 26 - 38.) 


31, Where did Mary go immediately after the An- 
nunciation? 


Immediately after the Annunciation Mary left Nazareth 
and undertook a journey through the hill country to visit tle Her 
cousin, Saint Elizabeth, who was about to give birth to the 
Precursor, Saint John the Baptist. 


39. How did the meeting of Mary and Elizabeth 
take place? 


The meeting of Mary and Elizabeth took place in the fol- 
lowing manner as narrated by Saint Luke: 
“Now in those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill 
country, to a town of Juda. And it came to pass, when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe in her womb leapt. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and cried out with a loud 
voice, saying: “Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the 
Fruit of thy womb! And how have I deserved that the Mother of 


Sone 


shold, the mome 
I 


? For b 
my Lord should come to cee x aa heba t th 
m 1e 
sound of thy gree Png i ee Š has believe d, be nati a ee omb k § 
for joy. And ble sed is She wh? ecause the thir capt 
rd shall be accomplished!’ ” (Luke L. P Prom. 
45.) 


ised Her by the Lo 
33. How did Mary accept this eulogy frot 
mouth of Elizabeth? the 
{ary’s heart answered the praise of Elizabeth 
solemn putburst of the “Ma ificat” in which She foretell the 
universality of Her cult in the following canticle: S the 


es the Lord, 


“My soul magnifi 
joices in God my Savior: 


and my spirit re 
rded the lowliness of His Handmaid. 


Because He has rega 
forth all generations shall call 
me blesse d: 


for, behold, hence 
Because He Who is mighty has done great things for m 

and holy is His name; e, 
And for generation upon generation is His mer cy 


to those who fear Him. 


He has shown might with His arm, 
He has scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart 


He has put down the mighty from thei 
and has exalted the lowly. oS 


He has filled the hungry with good things 
and the rich He has sent away empty. 


He has given help to Isreal, His servant 
mindful of His mercy— 


= ` He spoke to our fathers— 
: . 
raham and to his posterity forever.” (Luke 1, 46-55.) 


34, H : 
s ow long did Mary remain with Saint Eliza- 


Following th 
Saint Luke an : cronologica] orde 2 events as ma by 


months, returnin EYA vi : ae 
the Baptist. ing to Nazareth beie the birth of Saint J ohn 


. 35. What happened to Joseph after the return of 
Mary to Nazareth? i z 
After the return of Mary to Nazareth, 


Acar 
at seeing Her pregnant because he had DA iLa ee Whe 
fore, he designed to put Her away privately in order fist’ tó 
expose Her to public reproach. But while asleep, an angel re- 
assured him that the Child of Mary was conceived of the Holy 
Ghost; he retained Her as his lawful Wife. 


36. What happened during the expectat; f th 
Savior’s birth? 5 pectation of the 


During the expectation of the Savior’s birth, the Emperor 
Caesar Augustus decreed that a census should be taken of the 
whole world. All were to go to their own town to register; and 
Mary and Joseph; being o 


the house and family of David were 
to register at Bethlehem, the town of David. 


37. What happened when Joseph and Mary arriv- 
ed at Bethlehem? 


When Joseph and Mary arrived at Bethlehem they were 
refused admittance to an inn because of lack of room. They then 


sought refuge in the R 


en fields in a stable, where the Redeem- 
er of the world was 


orn. Mary wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes, placed Him in a manger, and adored Him. 


38. What prodigies occurred at the birth of Jesus? 


Several prodigies occurred: An aopn announced the na- 
tivity of the Redeemer to the a 


herds and invited them to 
come and adore Him; a multitude of angels sang: “Glory to God 
in the highest, and peace on earth among men of good will’; 


an unusually bright star guided the wise men of the East who 
came to adore the new-born King lying in a manger, offering 
Him gold, symbolical of His regal majesty, incense of His divin- 
ity, and myrrh of His humanity. 


39. What happened eight days after the birth of 


Jesus? | 


Eight days after the birth of Jesus, according to the pre- 
scription of the Law, the Child was circumcised and received the 
name “Jesus” which means “Savior. 


40. What happened forty days after the h; 
Ith 
of 


Jesus? 
Forty days after His birth, Jesus_was present 
Temple by Mary who was then legally puritied > ed i 
of the Mosaic law. Although Ma cording ie 
har i 
Was -t0 


the prescriptions 
obliged to obey this law because of Her Supernatura] p > 
tion, out of humility. She submitted. a fecunga 
41. What happe 
and the Purification O 
At the Presentation of Jesus and the Purificati 
in the Temple, the high priest Simeon, led by TAR of Man 
tion, turned to Mary and said: “Behold, this Chil ase inspira. 
for the fall and for the rise of many in Israel, and k destineg 
dicted. And thy own soul 4 ard a 
Shall] 


that shall be contra 
ghts of many hearts shall be revealeq” 
S 


aes that the thou 
e foretold the bitter passion of Her Son and Her own qd 
Oloroys 


participation. 
42. Did the Holy Family remain i 
long time? ep Ctlehem 4 
No, after the rite of Purification the Holy Famil 
y was 


obliged to flee from Bethlehem to E 
gypt b 
formed Joseph that King Herod sought the detection. of | in- 
esus. 


ned at the Presentati 
f Mary in the Temple? Of Jesu 


43. How long did the Holy Family remain in 


Egypt? 
The Holy Fami ; , 
Had oly Family remained in Egypt until the death of 


44, After M 
: ary and Joseph 
did they remain always iN Nees eel 


After M 
at Nazareth ae Joseph returned from Egypt, the remained 
a It was the ee cemoe of the public life of Jesus. 
visit the Temple of ] onal practice of the faithful Israelite t0 
a. of twelve ae jerusalem at least once every year. At 
ity, pressed on all Ta accompanied His Parents to the holy 
eee s Sa by the crowds, He escaped their atten- 


= 49, Was Mary presen 


tion, to remain in the temple disputing wi 

ee ‘davs ; rit} 
Law. After three days of anxious quest Mar me Doctors: of the 
Him in the temple. » Mary and Joseph found 


45. What did Mary do at Can: 
of the public life of Jesus? at Cana at the beginning 


At the beginning of the public li ; 
vited with Him to a marrage: feast a Code ee aE De in- 
the celebration She noticed that the wine had fai i i marny 
sought Jesus to remedy the embarassment of the Heat ie 
couple. He answered Her prayer and wrought the be Re 
of His miracles by transforming water into wine ginning 


46. What did Mary do during the th 
public life of Jesus? ‘ ree * 
During the three years of the public life of Jesus, Mary 


followed Him, and shared in the sorrows and joys of His Apos- 
tolate, being also present at times amidst the crowds. 


47. What did Mary do in the time of the Passion of 
Jesus? 


Having been informed of the treacherous betrayal and 
unjust con emnation of Her Divine Son, Mary went to meet 
Him on the journey to Calvary and fearlessly witnessed His 

ainful crucifixion, death, and burial. While dying upon the 
Cross, Jesus proclaimed Mary the spiritual Mother of all men 


represented in the person of John. 


48. To whom did Jesus appeat first after His Res- 
-urrection? 


It is the common opinion founded upon tradition and good 
sense that Jesus appeared first to His most holy Mother after His 
Resurrection. Without doubt, He visited Her at other times during 


_ the forty days before His Ascension. 
t at the Ascension of Jesus on 


- Mount Olivet? : 
SA “ ention nothing in this regard, it 18 


though the Gospels m 


č PE EA : 

af tlie Bees 

a Sear te Din : ; 

va aa ; 7 


more than obvious that Our Lady was with the Apostles On M 
Olivet at the glorious Ascension of Her Son. Unt 


50. What did Mary do after the Ascension of 


i f Jesus, M Jesus 
; after the Ascension of Je us, lary , 
with the Apna to ‘the Cenacle, there H e in recolo ted 
and prayer the promised descent of spn y y Sp ; 
curred ten days after the Ascension on the day of Pentecog ® 
visible forms of tongues of fire. 


51. How long did Mary live upon earth 
Ascension? 


after the 


We know not the exact time, but we do know ; 


; that n the 
remaining years of her life She -guided the Apostles as a mom 
loving Moth 


er sustained and comforted with Her sweet pres 
and Soh examples the faithful of the early Church, z 


52. Was Our Lady subject to death? 


À of our Faith that Mz 


a th Y., soon after Her 
en u eA into heaven whe amidst j the 


eG 


SE 


PART TWO 
a 
MARY IN CATHOLIC TEACHING | 


NOTION AND DIVISION 


54, What is necessary in order t 

o underst : 
Be Dogma? stand Mar 

To understand Marian Dogma, that is, the 

reg Bee the most holy Virgin, it is necessary to ud ae a 
in She lighi t of the most noble mission assign see Her by Almighty 
God, pa in the light of the singular privileges with which He 
favored Her in view of Her special mission. 


Sn 55. Into how many sections may _we divide this 
ae second part of the Cat ary! 

ae __—This second part of the Catechism of Mary may logically be 

ee divi vided into two sections — namely, (1) the most singular mission 

3 y: @) Herm most ost singular privileges, 


— SECTION ONE | 
IE MOST SINGULAR MISSION OF MARY- 


wh sgl mission of Mary 


: (1) in its predestin- 


< (3) in its accomplish- 


i Blessed Virgir ; 


a ra = 


NTT 


CHAPTER 1 


THE PREDESTINATION OF MARY 


58. What is meant by the word predestinations 


Ry the word predestination is mean me eternal act of 
preordaining all those things that, w1 IVINE grace 
verified in time. 


> would 


59. Does predestination exist? 


Yes, predestination does exist; for nothing takes Place in +: 
which i not been ordained by God from i eternity, N time 


60. What are the characteristics of the prede stin 


ation of Mary? 


The characteristics of the predestination of Mary are 
pace four: (1) it was most singular, and differin fro 


that of all the other predestined; (2) it was prior to that of all the 
others; (3) it was a secondary cause of the predestination of other _ 
souls; (4) it was gratuitous. ane 


61. What do we mean when we say that the pre- 
destination of Mary was most singular? 


When we say that the predestination of Mary to the Divine 
Maternity and to the office of Mediatrix of mankind was most 
_ singular we mean that it was different from the predestination of 
____all other souls — a predestination “sui generis,” all its own. The 
_ predestination of the elect is to eternal glory; the predestination 
_of Mary is to the most noble dignity of Divine Motherhood and 
_Mediatrix of mankind. So high a position calls for a correspond- 
ingly high degree of grace and glory. : 


: f What do we mean when we say that the pre- 
destination of Mary was prior to that of other creatures? 


hen we say that the predestination of Mary was prior to 
3e most holy Virgin, after Christ, was willed by God 13° 


of speech) before all other creatures FYE 
nitted to exist for the glory of the Inca” 


for the 


SO ae ke: 
Lee aed 


D T TT, 


rd and His most holy Mothe 
of the Creation. * who, together, are the Purpose \ 


63. What do we mean when 


destination of Mary was the secon 
og destination of the elect? 


we say that the pre- 
dary cause of the pre- 


When we say that the predestinatio 

dary cause of the predestination of the Menkes ean KEE e 

Christ Who is the primary cause, She is also the Bea 

exemplary, and final cause. She is the meritorious cause because 

` all the elect were predestined by God in view of the merits of 

Jesus the Mediator and Mary the Mediatrix. She is the exempl | 
cause, because after Christ She is the prototype of the A 
ation of the elect. She is the final cause because the elect were 

: predestined to heaven for the glory of Christ and of Mary, to be 

as it were, the royal train of the King and Queen. ` 


64. What do we mean when we say that the pre- 
destination of Mary was gratuitous? 


_ When we say that the eae of Mary was gratuitous 
we mean that the most holy Virgin did not merit, properly 
speaking, Her election to so eminent a state and consequentl 
Her most high degree of glory which She now enjoys in heave 
Nev l ve must retain that Our L 


correspon 


e- 


dence 


to that grace 


O m: 


66. Into how many classes may the pr 
regarding Mary be divided p Phecig 
The prophecies—re yarding Mary may be divided : 
classes: (1) Aira prophecies; and, (2) indirect porta two 

CS: 

67. What are the main prophecies direct] 


shadowing the most holy Virgin? 
The main prophecies directly foreshadowing the mo 

st hol 

y 


Virgin are the following: 
“I will put enmities between 
Her seed. She shall crush thy 
heel” (Genesis, III, 15); 


mself shall give you a sign. Behold 
and His name shall be a 
e 


y fore. 


thee and the Woman, and th 


head and thou shalt lie in Y Seed and 


wait for Her 


“Therefore the Lord Hi 
shall conceive and bear a Son: 
( Isaias, VIL 14); 


come forth a rod out off the root. of 
” (Isaias, XI, 1); J de 


Emmanuel” 
“And there shall 
Flower shall rise up out of his root 


“And thou Bethlehem Ephrata art a little on 

of Juda: and out of shee chal He come Bak fie Toe soared 
the Ruler in Israel; and His going forth is from the begi pa 
the days of eternity. Therefore will He give them u ae n 
time wherein She that travaileth shall bring forth” AE a 


“For the Lord hath created a new thi 
ing upon th é 
shall compass a Man” (Jeremias, XXX, eee n the earth: a Woman 


Also, the Canticle of Canticl i 
es wh . : 
as the amorous Spouse. eS ce phorically at 


68. What are the i e SSA 
shadowing the most TUO ee cty vs 


T i ; 
hoh o aes indirectly foreshadowing the most 
Symbols. Pre S oe 2 70 classes — namely Figures 
gail, the mother of see Rachel, Rebecca, Esther, Judith Abi- 
the first class. The F e Macchabees, Bethsabee, etc. pertain to 
the Burning Bush oo paradise, Noe’s Ark, Jacob's Ladder 
deon’s White Flee the Rod of Moses, the Rod of Aaron, Ge 
Desert, etc., belong i the Arc of the Covenant, the Rock in the 
| wo me second class. The foregoing are some 

P9 : contained in the Old Testament. 


OF the figures and 


INA 


We 69. What do these direct and 
allude to? 


These direct and indirect Prophecies allude either to th 
, e 


ex st singular mission of Mary, or t roi 
n God in view of. this iron Ai privileges granted Her 


indirect prophecies 


| . a 

y 70. Why did God will all these prophecies? 

In His divine wisdom, God willed t i 

‘ if > O announce the singu- 
= Jar mission of Mary and Her noble prerogatives in order to 


i dispose men the more easily to accept such an exceptional - 
oe ness when it shall have become actual fact. ee 


> CHAPTER III 
THE MISSION OF MARY IN ITS REALIZATION 


= 71. When did the Mission of Mary become actual © 4 Z 
fact? o a a 

The Mission of Mary became actual fact on the day of the — 
Annunciation, when She answered the Angel Gabriel: “Be it 
done unto me according to thy word.” That very instant, She 
became the Mother of God and the Mediatrix of the human 


74. How does Holy Scripture prove ; 


hat 

truly the Mother of God? Mary ‘ 

T : -e explicitly states th 

[he Holy Scripture exp y at MS 
Mother of Toss (Matt. II, 2ff.) ang sae Jesus is truly & 8 the 
in the inspired words of Saint ar ERT And Whence ? Also 
to me that the Mother of my “ord should come é er a 
- Elizabeth’s words is contained an explicit declaration of y In 


Divine Maternity. ary’, 


75. How does Tradition prove that Ma, 
Mother of God? 


The' whole of Christian Tradition from Apostolic & 


our own times, as the history of Christianity proves has at to 
professed this solemn and fundamental truth. ays 


Y is the 


76. What is the exact meaning of the words, “Moth. 
er of God?” 


The Most Holy Virgin is said to be Mother of God i 


in the sense that She is the Parent of the Godhead but in the 
sense that She administered to the Second Person of the Blessed 


Trinity His human nature, 5 


77. Is it fitting for a woman to be Mother of God? 


Reason itself tells us that it is most fitting for a woman to 
be Mother of God since the. Wisdom, Justice and Goodness of 
God are strikingly manifested therein. 


78. Have there ever been heretics who denied this 
great truth? | 


— Yes, some heretics denied it directly, others indirectly (that 
x by denying either the Divinity of the Humanity of Jesus). 
oie ee who was solemnly condemned by the Council of 
ae in the year 431, directly denied the Divine Maternity of 


: __ What benefits does Ma derive from Her priv- 
of being Mother of Gok 


which Mary derives from Her privilege £ E 


to 
VS 


Being Mother of pee are innumerable, To begin with, H 
i olevates Her to sublime heichtc . an he ce 
Maternity te RESIO IRAA ne he ights, and in the vast order 
OF beings, P aces her in the hypostatic order immediately after 
Her Divine Son, an order superior to the orders of nature, of 
N c 
> 


race, and of glory. Wherefore, the Fathers and W 
Church have exhausted all possible vocabularies in 
to exalt Her, although they have nev 
Her as She deserves. The greatness of 


riters of the 
their efforts 
er succeeded in praising 
Mary borders the infinite. 


2. MARY, MEDIATRIX OF MANKIND 


80. What do we mean when we say Mediatrix of 
When we say that Mary is the Mediatrix of mankind we 


mean that She comes between God and man to reconcile them 
and to unite them in peace through Her intercession. 


81. How can we say that the Most Holy Virgin is 
Mediatrix if according to St. Paul, there is only one Med- 
iator between God and man, Christ Jesus? 

The Mediation of Mary does not in the least diminish the 
efficacy of the Mediation of Jesus Christ, the one Mediator. be- 
tween God and man, because the Mediation of Mary is a 
secondary one and subordinate to that of Christ and deriving 
its efficacy from Him Who, instead of being abased, is so much 


the more glorified. 


82. In how many ways is the Virgin Mary the Medi- 
atrix between God and man? | 


is the Mediatrix in three ways, namely: (1) By recon- 
cee x with God, (Co-Redemptrix); (2) By See us 3 
the supernatural life of grace, ( Spiritual Mother o T en); a 
By presenting to God the desires of men and by obtaining 
them His divine benefits, (Dispenser of all graces). 


(a) Mary, Co-Redemptrix of the human race. | 
83. What is the meaning of Co-Redemptrix of the 
human race? 
Co-Redemptrix of the human rac 


= 5 = 


e means that the Virgin _ 


Mary cooperated with Christ in the work of Redemny: 
Eve cooperated with Adam in the work of Perdition Ption, i | 


S4. Where are the proofs to demonstrate that 
is the Co-Redemptrix of the human race to bé Fie, 


The proofs to demonstrate that Mary is Co-Redemptryi 
the human race are to be found in Scripture and Traditie ot 


85. How does Scripture prove that Mary is Co 


Redemptrix? 
cripture proves this truth from the words in 

III, Pe ail put IA between thee and the Woman a 
seed and Her Seed; She shall crush thy head and thou shalt 1 
in wait for Her heel.” With this decree, God the Father te 
sociated the Most Holy Virgin, the new Eve, with Christ, the 
new Adam, in the warfare and triumph over the infernal ser- 
pent, Satan. 

In addition, Scripture presents the Virgin at the Annunci- 
ation, in Her act of freely consenting to cooperate with Christ 
as the Mediatrix in the work of men’s salvation: for, God wished 
that our salvation should be initiated by the consent of a 
Woman greeted by an angel of light as our ruin was initiated 
by the consent of another woman deceived by an angel of dark- 
ness. 
In fine, Holy Scripture attests that the most holy Virgin 
had been present at the supreme sacrifice of Her Son on Cal- 
vary and was intimately united with Him in suffering. She re- 
nounced Her maternal rights over Her Divine Victim in order 
to immolate Him for our redemption, thus satisfying for sin 
with Christ the Redeemer and vik Him meriting all the graces 


contained in Redemption. 


_ 86. How does Tradition prove that Mary is the, 
Co-Redemptrix of the human race? | 

Even from Apostolic times, Tradition maintained that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was the Reparatrix of Eve and the cause 


of our salvation; that She merited, and offered satisfaction for 
© original sin, thereby reopening the gates of heaven. 
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(b) Mary, Spiritual Mother of men. 


10n! 


Yes, it was becoming that A ATN 
the Redeemer as the OS Riden Na besten be omaa with 
shown the wisdom and justice of God Who willed th: i pa are 
should also be the cause and source of blessing as a a” oman 
man had been the cause and source of maledicen another wo- 


88. What do we mean wh 
Spiritual Mother of men? en we say Mary is the 


When we say that Mary i iri 

ry is the Spiritual Mother of men, 
we mean that as a Mother, She cooperated with Chirst in our 
regeneration to the supernatural life of grace lost by sin. 


89. Where are the proofs to demonstrate that the 
most Holy Virgin is truly the Spiritual Mother of men 
to be found? 

The proofs to demonstrate that the most Holy Virgin is 
truly the Spiritual_Mother of men are to be found in Sacred 
Scripture and Tradition. 


90. How do we prove with Sacred Scripture that 


the most holy Virgin is the true Spiritual Mother of men? 


The truth of Mary’s Spiritual Maternity is contained in 
the doctrine of St. Paul on our spiritual incorporation with 
Christ, wherein he teaches that with Him we form one Mystical 
Body. We, as members of that Body, have been conceived and 
brought forth by the same Mother. Therefore, all members of 


the Mystical Body were bo f Ma m n 
the day_of the Annunciation when she physically conceived our 
Head, Jesus Christ. Men were brought forth in pain on Mount 
Calvary in the same hour that Jesus was dying upon the cross 
to consummate the work of our Redemption. Further, our Re- 


demption b at Nazareth with the fiat of Mary; and im- 
UE are eke us promulgated the spiritual and 


_ demy ee ae 
mediately before expiring JOs Sh the words: Behold thy son 


universal maternity of Mary | 
... behold thy Mother” (John, XIX, y 


‘ 
i 

Yat à 

= = 


MWM 


91. How do we prove with Tradition th 
is the Spiritual Mother of men? at Mary 


The whole of Christian Tradition, from the Apostoli 
to our present day, has proclaimed in the most varied o times 
forestal manner, the spiritual motherhood of Mary, “et ang 


92. Was it fitting that God should give the 
holy Virgin to men as their Spiritual Mother? =” 


Yes, it was fitting that God made the Blessed Virgin 
Spiritual Mother of men, this fittingness resting upon the the 
gument of the existing analogy between the supernatural à ) 
the natural orders, both conceived in the Divine Ming As nd 
the natural order God has very wisely given us a mother s 
was most becoming that He should likewise give us a Mother in 
the supernatural order, since we are always in dire spiritual 
needs during the course of our earthly existence. _ 


Ost 


(c) Mary, Dispenser of all Graces. 


93. What is the meaning of the title “Dispenser of 
all Graces”? 


The title “Dispenser of all Graces” means that God, through | 
His free disposition, has willed all graces to pass through T 
hands of Mary, that is, they are granted to us in view of Her | 


merits and intercession. 


94. How can we prove that Our Lady is truly the 


5 spenser ora Graces? 
______We can prove that Our Lady is the Dispenser of all graces 
_ from Holy Scripture and Tradition. 


dow do we prove with Holy Scripture that Our 
she Isport all Graces? 

; truth in the Protoevangelium 
he Mediatrix, is united with the 
Salvation, implying not only 
Te aeir distribution. More- 


the sanctification of the 


a Se 


s 


EAA FIT EE 


Paraclete upon the Apostles), 
tongues revealing the general |] 


taken together, are as eloquent 
graces be dispensed ] 


aw establis} od: 
y means of Mary, oes ohn tester 
96. How do we prove with Tr 


g di . 
Virgin is the Dispenser of all adition that the holy 


Graces? 
The whole of Christian Tradition ¢ 

' é adition, from Apostolic times 

even to the present day, has explicitly and implicitly proclainted 
the law established by God that, all grac 


ess es t pass 
the hands of Mary. She is compared to the Neck through whee 


the benetits of the Head pass on to the other members. She is 
likewise compared to a Channel through which flows the waters 
of grace coming from their Source, Christ Jesus. 


97. Was it fitting that God choose Mary as the 
Dispenser of all Graces? 


It was most fitting that Mary be chosen by God as the Dis- 
penser of all graces, because such an office is a logical conse- 
quence of Her office of ‘Co-Redemptrix and Spiritual Mother 
of men. Having cooperated as Co-Redemptrix in the acquisi- 
tion of all the graces of Redemption, it was most just and reason- 
able that She should cooperate in the distribution of them. 
Since as Mother She communicated to us the supernatural life 
of grace, it was most just She should cooperate in the pro- 

essive development of that life in every soul through the 
o ion of every divine grace. 


CHAPTER IV 
MARY, QUEEN OF THE UNIVERSE 


98. What is the immediate consequence of the spec- 
ial mission assigned to Mary? 


i i ial mission assigned 
The immediate consequence of the specia a 
to Mary is Her office of Queen. The Moter of God and Media 


trix of men is also the Queen of the Universe. 


99. What does the title “Queen of the Universe” 


- mean? 


: The title “Queen of the Universe” means that, Mary, to 


ze Oh 


gether with Christ the King, is the first in order f 
and power among all creatures and among all the aleng 
of any society. She, therefore, is endowed with al] thivividuals 
and power proper to a Queen; at the same time. i 

tained the zenith of personal perfection, She reflects the pe , ab 
and dignity of the King and wields the most efficacioy, esty 
cessory power, never failing to obtain from Him lidt 

She asks. “Ver 


100. Where can you find proofs to 
Lady is Queen of the Universe? 


Proofs to show that Our Lady is Queen of the Universe if 
be found in Scripture and Tradition. 


Show that Ou, 


101. How does Scripture prove that Mary is the 
Queen of the Universe? 


Holy Scripture proves this truth by Presenting the most 
holy Virgin to us as the Mother of the King of kings and there. 
fore a Queen. The Angel Gabriel announces to Mary concernip 
Her future Son: “And the Lord God will give Him the throne 


of David His father, and He shall reign in the house of Jacob 
forever.” 


of King Solomon, and of Esther, the Spouse of King Assuerus. 


In Psalm 44, the a David predicts Her as the Queen sit- 
ting at the right hand of the King. 


102. How does Tradition prove that Mary is the 
__Queen of the Universe? 


Tradition is unanimous in maintaining the ueenly dignity 
of Mary. “Mary” is the cherished thesis of the ho y Fathers and 
writers of the Church, of the East as well as of the West. 


ae Does Mary hold claims apon Her queenly dig- 


| ee 


Yes, the claims which M 


are two; namely, 


c > holds upon Her queenly dignity 
the natural right” Sok having become 


Sos — 80 =e A : 
BS Aa = es X SA 
ANY Me a 


Mother of God, the King of kings; and, the ye i pay 

through having redeemed us together with Chri oquired right 

us from the slavery of Satan, ist, thus freeing 
SECTION Two 


THE MOST SINGULAR PRIVILEGES OF MARY 


104. In view of her special mission, did God 
many privileges upon the most holy Vir vin? od bestow 


Yes, in view of Her special mission, Almigh 
stowed many and singular privileges upon the haa Po via 


105. Classify them. 


They are the following: (1) privileges of the Soul of Mary; 
(2) privileges of the Body of Mary; (3) privileges of the Sonl 
and Body of Mary. Bee IES 


CHAPTER I 
PRIVILEGES OF THE SOUL OF MARY 


| | 106. What are the privileges of the Soul of Mary? 
| The privileges of the Soul of Mary are two: (1) the exemp- 
| tion from any moral imperfection; (2) the relative fullness of 
_eyery moral perfection. 

= 107. What are the moral imperfections from which 


| 
. : the Soul of Mary was exempt? 

7 -— = = aS The moral imperfections from which the Soul of Mary 
Bs | a < F concupiscence, and actual sin. 


was exempt are: original sin, conci 


i MPERFECTIONS FROM WHICH MARY WAS IMMUNE 


Immunity from Original Sin. 

108. What does the Immaculate Conception or 
1 the original sin mean? 

toe Conception or immunity from original 


sin means that the most holy 
personal existence (from ¢} 
and Body were united), j 
Her Son, was Preserved from oro. 
fact that She was to contract it by 
from Adam. This doctrine Was d 


Virgin, f 


le first ; 


reason of à 
efined by P; Her descent the 


ber 8, 1854. wv TX on Dea 
109. How do we prove this sin ul 
ar priy; 
Mary? $ Privilege of 


We prove this singular privilege of Mary b : 
and Tradition. : Bey, Scripture 
110. How do you prove th 


e Immaculate C 
tion from Holy Scripture? ee 


in Her 
existence, the Virgin were subject to Original sin and to Satan, 
Moreover, in this same passage is predicated a complete victory _ 
of the Woman over the Serpent. In the salutation of the Angel 


| Ill. How does Tradition prove the Immaculate 
Conception? 


Christian Tradition has always acknowledged ae 
explicitly this renowned privilege of Mary. It has the Virgin 
aaa edged it in the first centuries by acclaiming the aces 
as the New Eve, true and worthy Mother of God, dowe ES 
a most singular privilege, etc; and thereafter in ay = te 

licit manner. The opposition to the doctrine of i e Catholic 
ate Conception advanced by noteworthy Doctors o = it the 
Church served wonderfully to clarify it and to draw up 


= ; _ attention of the faithful and of the learned. 
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112. Is it possible to reconcile the Immaculate Con- 
ception with the universality of the Redemption? 


It is very possible to reconcile this great privil “ie 
universality of the Redemption if we eas in and hee Re 


i demption may be of two kinds; namely, restoring and preserving 
the ormer being a redemption after the fall and the latter a 
j redemption preventing the fall. Our Lady was redeemed with 


preserving Redemption and hence more sublimely, in order that 
She might cooperate with the Redeemer in ie restorhig Re- 
demiption of all men. 


113. Is the Immaculate Conception fitting to Mary? 


Yes, it is most fitting to Mary, because without it, She 
would not have been the worthy Mother of God, as the dis- 
ise of the Mother would cast its shadow upon the Son. Without 

is privilege y could not be the worthy Co-Redemptrix of 
the human race. How could She cooperate in the restoring Re- 
demption of souls if She Herself were tainted with the same 


foulness? 
(b) Immunity from the Foams of Concupiscence. 


me 114. 5 What do you mean by the “foams of concup- 


upiscence I mean that inclination of 
wful pleasures, an inclination which 
on. The foams are sad conse- 


continue to disturb the harmony 
rational appetites. 


e from the foams of con- 


concupiscence be- 
the cause of the 
ry between Her 
pelling Her be- 


=, d 


(c) Immunity from all Actual Sin. 


116. Did the Blessed Virgin e í 
sins? ee any actua] 


Nol The- Blessed Virgin never ¢ 
actual sin, as the Church has always believed. oy the ai Shes 
clared in the Council of Trent, anathematizin, o Plicitly de. 
denies this truth professed by the Church. 5 anyone Who 


117. How could the Blessed Vira; . 
nine? sea Virgin refrain from sin 


The Blessed Virgin could refrain from sinn: 
(1) She was the Mother of God upon Whom Har fac pecause: 
es would reflect; (2) She was closely united to Jesus Chiat 
Whom Belial or sin has no part; (3) She was the UA 


T 3 
Divine Wisdom Who never enters a body subject ree = 


118. Why was it morally impossible for Mary to sin? 


It was morally impossible for Mary to sin because: (1) a 
special Providence of God averted all occasions of sin from Her; 
(2) the fullness of grace and divine blessings aided Her tremen. 
dously; (3) the immunity from the foams of concupiscence 
checked the rebellion of Her passions. For these reasons, the life 

_of Mary on earth resembled the life of the blessed in heaven. 


2. FULLNESS OF EVERY MORAL PERFECTION 
= (a) <2 ullness of Grace. 

S 119. Was the soul of Mary full of grace from the 
irst instant of Her existence? o 
Yes, the soul of Mary was full of grace from the first in- 


tant of Her existence. | À | 


| 
| 


What degr ee of grace did Mary receive at Her 


Se oe ace 
reation, Mary received a positive degree a 2 a 
aat of the saints and angels combined; an 


-o 


jatrix of 
sun 10 I 
water. 


men, compared to that of 


all SR 
spect to a ray, like the oce the saints was like is 


an in respec 
espect to a drop of 


121. Did the immense grace bestowed u 
of Mary at Her creation increase during the sinh ual iat: 
life? se of Her 
Yes, the immense grace bestowed u 
2 on th 
at Her creation increased continuously s ie z sour oF Sn 
cr lire, 


whether through the exercise of good works or through rece 
p- 


tion of certain Sacraments as Baptism and the Eucharist.® 


122. How could the grace of Mary develop contin- 
uously if at the first instant of Her creation it alread 
attained a great fullness? y 

Notwithstanding the fact that the grace of Mary at crea- 


tion was immense, it was capable of constant increase because 


together with grace there is also augmented the capacity to re- 


ceive new measures. 
(b) The Virtues of Mary. 


123. Was the Blessed Virgin also full of the virtues, | 
gifts, fruits and beatitudes of the Holy Ghost? | 


Yes, the Blessed Virgin was also most full of the virtues, 
gifts, fruits and beatitudes of the Holy Ghost because all these 
supernatural graces accompany sanctifying grace of which the 


soul of Mary was most full. 


124, What virtues did the Blessed Virgin practice? 


The Blessed Virgin practiced heroically all those virtues 
theological vir- 


becoming to Her special condition; namely, the th 
‘tues of faith, hope and charity, and the cardinal virtues of pru- 


dence, justice, fortitude, and temperance: 


-> ened, 


_ nel 
*Mary received the Sacrament of Baptism not to be purified of the 
original sin because She had none, but to unite Herself more perfectly to 
Christ Her Head, of Whom She was also a member, to give the faithful a 
example of humility, and to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist, et 
Baptism is the door of the other Sacraments. ice = 
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(c) Mary and the Gifts of the Hol 


125. Did Mary e 
Ghost? 


Yes, Mary enjoyed to the fullest meas 
the Holy Ghost. They are: wisdom, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety, and the fear of co 

J r š > u 
of these supernatural habits, the sou] of Mane Lord, Mean’ 
to the inspirations of divine grace, Y Was most docile 


y Ghost, 


njoy the seven Sifts of th 
© Hol 
y 


ure 
derstanding Sits of 


(d) Mary and the Fruits of the Holy Ghost. 


126. Did Mary enjoy the fruits of the Holy Ghost? 
st? 


Yes, Mary enjoyed the twelve fruits of the Hol 
They are: charity, joy, peace, p iaee benignity, goo aice per 
suffering, mildness, faith, mo D continency, and chas a ong- 
means of these fruits, the acts of virtues which She nae B 
were accompanied by a certain spiritual sweetness analogous te 
the pleasure which the palate enjoys when tasting aelic 
fruits. 


(e) Mary and the Beatitudes. 


127. Did Mary enjoy the eight beatitudes? 


Yes, Mary also enjoyed the eight beatitudes. They are: 
poverty of spirit, meekness, hunger and thirst for justice, moum- 
ing, mercy, purity of mind, peace of mind, and pan for 
= justice's sake. By means of these beatitudes which are the per- 
= fect acts of the virtues and of the gifts of the Holy Ghost, Mary 
_ was most certain of attaining Her eternal beatitude. 


~_(f) Mary and the Charisms. 


i 4 is . Did Mary receive the charisms or graces freely 
vent = Sk 


s, Mary received the charisms or graces freely at 
_ the words of wisdom, the words of knowledge: the a f 
àith, the gift of healing, the gift of miracles, the fruit >” 
»hecy, the discernment of spirits, the gift of tongues ea 
rpretation. Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches that ay 


charisms in habit although She actually Pm” 


vy 


The Knowledge of Mary. 
$ g, With how many kinds of 
129. 


Ilect of Mary endowed? 
‘nte 


f Mary was endowed with a most exquisite 
e Ee leds ne me the intellect of =A hit os persons but 
uired SHATA degree; also with an infu ed knowl ledge be- 
3 ering only ission, and probably on some important occasions 
co aes transitory mannner, She had 
n Her **: 


knowledge of 
d, this is, the immediate vision of the Divine ine Essence. 
the Blesse 


St. 
ledge was ever granted to others (1 (Moses, 

jf this eu thoes beat granted also to Mary. 

Paul); 1 


knowledge was the 


CHAPTER II 


THE PRIVILEGES OF MARY’S BODY | 


? | 
What were the privileges of the Body of Mary! 
= of the Body of Mary were oe ee mu 
The sss ee (2) perfect. constitution; (3) exquisit | 
Oo 
(1) nobility of origi | , 
beauty. 


181. Did the je Body o of Mary h have a eee 


| ne ro al t ami. = 
a nded fron Her “blood col i T nol 
e of pisn av 


=e Was p - u 


CHAPTER III 


THE PRIVILEGES OF THE SOUL AND BODY OF y 
134. What are the privileges of the Sou] ind 
of Mary? Ody 


The privileges of the Soul and Body of Mary , 
(1) perpetual virginity; (2) assumption in Body án ae two. 
heaven. Oul to 


1. THE PERPETUAL VIRGINITY OF MARY 


135. Was the Mother of Jesus always a Virgin? 


Yes! The mother of Jesus was always a Virgin. 
ing, and after the birth. The Church SEATA it s R dur. 
in the fifth General Council of Constantinople, and in th faith 
eran Council under Pope Martin I. e Lat. 


136. By whom was the perpetual virgin; 
denied? ee) Mary 


The virginity before the birth was denied by the disci 


Carpocrates, and Cerinthus. The virginity durin ciples of 
denied ene by the heretic Renee The oan s 
the birth was denied by Apollinaris, Bonosus of Sarde E 


vidius, Jovinian, and others. 


LTTE 


137. How can 


ou prove the virojn; 
before the Birth? oe te virginity of Mary 


138, H 
during the Birth? te ve the virginity of Mary 


The virginity of eS : 
Sinity of Mary durin the birth may be proved from 
: eee who writes that in Her was ful- 


A 2 oF y EX Sa - 


d the ancient pro yhecy of Isaias; “Be a virgi 

ida Virgin shall brig forth 5 Eaa? O OON 
Even St. Luke shows that the delivery of Mary is unco 

when he says that She Herself wrapped Him Re in A 

clothes, an effort which the parturient woman cannot exe gr 

account of the ome just suffered. hse 
As a ray oO sunlight pierces a crystal without tarnishing it 

but on the contrary, communicating to it its own splendor 50 

likewise, the Incarnate Word, true Light of the world aséed 

through His Virgin-Mother without effecting any bodily Haige 

radiated His light through the Body and Soul of | 


fille 
ceive al 


but instead, 


Mary. 


139. How can you prove the perpetual virginity of 
Mary after the Birth? oe 


The perpetual virginity of Mary after the birth is proved 
7 Herself addressed to the Angel: “How 
il | ecause I know not man?” This query 

tains the vow of virginity made to God, and 
for a time but for Her entire life, forever. 


140. Therefore, who are the brothers of Jesus spoken 
of in the Gospel? 


The brothers of Jesus spo 
for Scripture generally emp 
cousins. 


ken of in the Gospel are His cousins: 
loys the term brothers to designate 


141. How do you interpret the words of the Gospel: 
“Joseph did not know Her until She brought forth Her 


first-born Son?” 

The word until and other similar expressions in the Bible, as 
the biblical-minded St. Jerome affirms, do not always signify 
a different course of action to be adopted in the future. For 
example, when we say Cod will last till the end of time we do 

li be no more. 


not mean that He will cease to exsist when time will be 
legal term, used to designate the 


Also, the word first-born was a le | 4 
first in order among the children even if no other children tol 


a ———— 


2. THE ASSUMPTION OJ] 


LHI SOUT 


142. Was the Blessed V 


Heaven in Body and Soul a eR aN 


at the end of He wom 


à ed ; 

m 
Yes, ay the end of Her earthly life the Ff ae p 
Blessed Virgin Mary were assumed into šody and 5 


i certain truth and was solemnly defi to Heaven, Thi Of the 
j| Pius XII on Nov. 1, 1950,  ? °°" "°4 “ex Cathedra" po Most 
Pe 


143. How can you prove the Assum 


The Assumption of Mary can b / 
and Tradition. 2 eh 


e 


144. How does Holy Scripture 
tion of Mary? : PORS Assump. 


Holy Scripture proves the Assumption in th 
where the Soa holy Virgin is associated with Chie Z ecenesis 
triumph over Satan and his works. Now, among the i 
Satan, besides sin there is also death. Mary therefore. ae 
= associated with Christ in His triumph over death, thus ey hs 
the corruption of the dead and enjoying a glorious assumption 
‘145. How does Tradition prove the Assumption of 


immortal past. 


Assumption of Mary becoming? 


may be considered. In fact, a tri 


aS aK proves the Assumption by pointing out that at all 
sven from the early centuries of the Church, we have had 


irmed and reaffirmed and have seen its luminous 


xe Assumption of Mary is most becoming 


PART THREE 


OUR LADY IN CATHOLIC CULT 


CHAPTER I 
NATURE OF THE CULT OF MARY 


147. What is the meaning of the word cult? 


The word “cult” (from Latin Eola 
; ere 

being because of its acknowledged su e Galt z gae a 

from mere honor, which Aai from the note of su gu- 

on the part of the person honored and hence moy ke 


ony 
ren ered to an inferior. 


148. What is the difference between cult and devo- 


ishe 


tion? 
Devotion means much more than cult. In the narrow sense, 
devotion is the complete offering of ones self to God, to the | 
fatherland, etc. Commonly speaking, devotion is assumed in a | i 
broader sense to signify the will giving over itself fervently to the |i 
\j 


service of a person or to a special cause. 


149. How many cults are there? 
‘nds of cults corresponding to the three \| 


There are 2e_k 
degrees of excellence found in ee namely, the cult of “lat- i 
ia” of “dulia,” and of “hyperdulia.” i 


ul i 


of His infinite exce 
excellences. 


| g 
152 : A 
D lo whom d La j 0 
We > We owe tJ [bee 
e owe thy cult of hy © Cult of } i wy 
ever Blessed Viron à YPerdulia or 'Y perdul; 
} P r Pin Var M Superio : ulia? d 
1uMman race he cause of H other of Gads r Venera ; 9 
above al] Creatures peer singular de Ph liatrix a the á 
35 x gnity and pi, the 
y Sancti 0 gs 
~ oy 
153. Does the cult of h 


cult of dulia o yperdulia differ 


nly in 
yın degree or even in kind? ~°™ the 


The cult of h Nerdulia rz 
cult of dulia onde m A tonde 


red to the Sai a dowd, ii 
ae singular holiness as the nee i degree i we cone 
we alsa in kind if Her dignity of Matter ae Goa: but it a o 
Ive, because such dion; ifi ` y 
all the Saints. ey Specifically transcends that e ( 
p 
154. How man j a 
y are the obje a 
= Lady? jects of relative cult to ibe 
. m 
The objects of relative cult to Our E 
ady are four: 
person; (2) Her heart; (3) Her images and alice (4) Hse toe 
> e. 
e ° TAN t 
155. What are the principal errors in the cult paid 
to Our Blessed Lady? ) 


The eae errors in the cult paid to Our Blessed Lad | 
may be divided into two classes; namely, errors through R 

cess and errors through defect. In the first class we include the 
Colliridians who render Mary the cult of adoration which is 
due to God alone; in the second class we include the Protest- 
ants generally, who argue that the cult which the Catholic Church 
pays to Mary is excessive, superstitious and idolatrous. Even the 
Jansenists have tried to undermine devotion to Mary. 


CHAPTER II 
LAWFULNESS OF THE CULT OF MARY 


156. is the cult of hyperdulia payed by the Catholic 
Church to the person of Our Blessed Lady lawful? 


The cult of hyperdulia payed by the Church to the pene 
of Our Blessed La y change on account of the supernatura 


Bo o 


y WIM Pi 


ITTA A 


ce refulgent in Her who is the Moth God 
oel of Saints. The Archangel in the iame oF Can eee 
Klizabeth inspired by God referred this special cult to Her use 


157. Is the cult which the Catholic Ch 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary lawful? 


The cult which the Catholic Church renders to the Im- 


aculate Heart of Mary is lawful, because that Heart was the 


f Her most sublime sentiments and the living symbol 


urch renders 


m 
o Ter “neffable love for God and men. 


158. Is the relative cult which the Catholic itech he 
renders to the images and relics of Mary lawful? 


The cult of relative hyperdulia which the Catholic Church 
ders to the images and relics of Soy is lawful, because a 
t directed to the mage always redounds to the person whom 


cul is is true also of the relics of Mary, as 


the image represents. 
Her garments, etc. 


159. Is the cult which the Catholic Church renders 
to the most holy Name of Mary lawful? 
The cult which the Catholic Church renders to the holy 


me of Mary is lawful, because a name signifies the person 
E a cult is payed. The name of Mary is the greatest, most 


7 


lovable and most owerful after the esus. | 


zo o CHARTER U 7 
ELEMENTS OF THE CULT OF MARY 


160 What at the Spaced elements ofthe cult 


weg 


ation. There- 


l] CULT OF VENEAALION 


Why must we honor Mary with the cult 
of 


161. A 
ion 
veneratio 
f; th the cult of venerati 
; nor Mary w1 bit te 
We must ho neee-orieinating from the noble o, cause 


caus 
of Her singular grea quality of 


Divine Motherhood. 


162. How can we show our veneration toward the 
Mother of God? 


show our veneration toward the Mother of God į 
<P Ns (1) by sentiments, regarding Her with the highest 
esteem; (2) by words, magnifying Her as much as possible, (3) 
by actions, endeavoring to make Her honored by all. 


2. CULT OF GRATITUDE 


163. Why must we honor Mary with the cult of 
gratitude? 

We must honor Mary with the cult of gratitude, because of 
the immense benefits She bestows upon us, and especially be- 


cause She cooperated with the Redeemer to free us from the 
slavery of the devil and of sin. 


164. How can we show our gratitude to Mary? 


We can show our gratitude to Mary in three ways: (1) by 
thought, realizing the greatness of the i She obtains for 
us; (2) by words, thanking Her; (3) by actions, offering Her our 
gifts in return for Her graces, 


3, CULT OF LOVE 


eS Why must we honor Mary with the cult of 
We a honor Mary with the cult of the tenderest love, 
se_ 9] : rue Spiritual Mother, endowed with ex- 


166. How can we show Mary our Lo ? 
ve 


We can show Mary our love in t 
when we repeat to Her again and agiia Mak PA (1) by words 
actions; avoiding all that might displease Her love Her; (2) by i 
a 


Jease Her; above all, by making reparati nd doing all to | 
committed against Her framacilats Har for all the offenses ; 
; | 

4. CULT OF INVOCATION ) 

| 


167. Why must we h : 
invocation? onor Mary with the cult of 


We must honor Mary with the cult ; 
oa . of invocati 

the Divine Will has decreed that all graces come Doe because 
Her intercession. Braces come to us through 


168. How should we invoke Mary? 


We should invoke Mary frec nent’y, in all our spiritual and 
material necessities and with a boundless confidence. 


5. CULT OF SERVICE 


169. Why must we honor Mary with the cult of 
service? | | oe ) - 
We must honor Mary with the cult of service, because She 
is the most august Queen of Heaven and Earth, to whom all 


are subject and for whose glory all things have Seen 


arts 


prea Herre RENATO 


Äeren EES: 


serve Mary? 


living always ne 


osing sight of Her, an 
to Her our ent ji 
that we are 


ying Her 


6. CULT OF IMITATION 


171 Why must we honor Mary with the cult of 


imitation? 

We must h 
She is all holy an 
172. How should we imitate Mary? 


We should imitate Mary faithfully and constantly in He; 
filial_ piety toward God, in Her irreproachable purity, and in 
Her mercy toward our neighbor. 


onor Mary with the cult of imitation, because 
d the most perfect model of every virtue. 


CHAPTER IV 
i UTILITY OF THE CULT OF MARY 


173. Is it useful to render cult to the Mother of God? 


Yes, it is most useful to render cult to the Blessed Mother 
of God because the individual and society derive great bene- 


fits therefrom. 


Sa ae 


= 1. INDIVIDUAL BENEFITS 
TO BE DERIVED FROM THE CULT OF MARY 


ha t are the principal individual benefits to 


] from the cult of Mary? = 
rincipal individual benefits to be derived from the 
y are three: (1) the assurance of a most efficacious 

ring life; (2) the assurance of a particular assistance. 
ath; (3) the assurance of inestimable favors after 


eR ty aN WR | Se DY 


aces, thus proving th 


176. How does Mary assist H 
of death? er clients at the hour 


At the hour of death Mary assists H ; 

1) by obtaining for them a sincere ia in 
(2) by assistin r them in eliciting a perfect act y al 
God’s Will in the sacrifice of their life; (3) b of resignation t 
against all the assaults of hell. y derending them 


three ways: 
l their sins; 


177. How does Mary favor 


ings after their death? Her clients with bless- 


Mary favors Her clients with blessings after thei 
(1) defending them at the judgment seit of God: a ae 
ing them to enjoy her influence in Purgatory and Parades A 


9. SOCIAL BENEFITS TO BE DERIVED FROM THE CULT OF MARY 
178. What are the principal benefits which dom- 
estic society derives from the cult of Mary? 


The principal benefits which domestic society or the famtil 
derives from the cult of Mary are spiritual as well as material, 
especially the salutary influence which Mary exercises over the 
mother who is the heart of the family. 


179. What the the principal benefits which re- 
ligious society derives from the cult of Mary? 


The principal benefits which civil sone de 
cult of Mary are contained in the wonde ru 


She exercises in all times and places on tae sA o the adoration 


the Beautiful in science, morality, and art. Arte 


of Christ, the cult of Mary has been the greatest factor i 


the making of Christian civilization. 


Als 


CHAPTER V 
NECESSITY OF THE CULT OF MARY 


181. Is the cult of Mary necessary for salvation? 
eh the cult of Mary is, in a certain sense, necessary for 
eternal salvation. For this reason the Code of Canon Law 
1276) after having asserted that prayer directed to the 


d the veneration of their relics are good and useful] 


( Can. 
cultivate a filia] 


SrA MY that “all the faithful shall especially 
devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. This preference fot 
Mary is gathered from the universal practice of the Church which 
in her liturgy has recourse and bids us to have recourse to Mary, 


182. In what sense is devotion to Mary necessary 


for salvation? 


For adults who know Mary sufficiently, devotion to Her is 
so that, if any adult would 


morally necessary for salvation; s 
ositively show indifference toward Our Lady and refuse to 
Ponor and pray to Her, he would thereby place himself in a 


moral impossibility of attaining salvation. 


183. Explain more fully this necessity of devotion 
to Mary. 


In order to understand well how necessary is devotion to 
Mary for salvation, we must bear four things in mind: (1) moral 
necessity means that if anyone should refuse to avail himself of 
such a powerful means, he would be placing the affair of his 
salvation seriously at stake; (2,) this devotion is morally necessary 
only for adults and not for infants as the stand absolutely in 
need of Baptism and sanctifying grace; ( 3 ) we refer to adults 
who possess a sufficient knowledge of Mary, i. e., who know the 
place She occupies in the piritas lie as Co-Redemptrix, Mother, 
and Dispenser of all Graces. In those who oaa io fault OP. 
theirs do not know Mary, we may easily suppose a devotion in 
voto, i. e., a hidden disposition prc 
pets Her should they come to the 

, the act of indifference o 
adult toward devotion to } 
| siders it superstitio ; 
pinions contrary 


Oo 
Sma 


v DJL OT 


necessary? 


4. Why is d + 
N 18 y is devotion to Mary morally 


N Devotion to Mary is morally necessi 

D) 1) because by not venerating and právny for three reasons: 

i himself of the most efficacious means trae k Fior onè deprives 

N) attain salvation, since Mary is the UGE € grace of God, to 

il especially of the crowning grace of final aey ai and 
ance; 2) be- 


x cause the same natural law which À 
i ; ; ; explici 

GEN aT dat might seriously endanger out sana ai 

by also implicitly commands us not to refuse or ne ae salvation, 

Mary who is so intimately and indissolubl Haat devotion to 

iy the affair of our salvation; (3) because the yon te Be Christ in 

as well as many illumined Fathers and Doctors 6y Ta r Church 

writers declare in terms more or less explicit the oa esiasuical 

devotion to Mary for salvation. ecessity of 


` 

Eo CHAPTER VI 

Q 

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CULT OF MARY 


185. Where did the cult of Mary originate? 


The cult of Mary originated in the very heart_of Christian- 
ity, that is, in the mysteries of the Incarnation and the Redemp-_ 
tion of which She became an essential element. For this reason 


we honor Her together with Christ. 


those Protestants 


186. May Catholics agree with 
ginated from the 


= who believe that the cult of Mary ori 
pagan worship of the goddesses? 
be sustained because it 


: 9! This Protestant belief cannot 

is unfounded upon solid arguments. ihe Christian cult of the 

Virgin Mary differs toto coelo from the pagan worship of the 

goddesses in both essential and accidental elements. The wor- 
l ration; whereas, 


ship of the goddesses was a cult of latria or ado 


th Ahi a dulia or veneration. More- 
e worship of Mary is a cult of whee of the other are entirely 


over, the effects of the one worship an ee | 
opposite in character, the oddesses leading to immorality, Mary oe 
eading to purity. a it is impossible to ree eas = 
tof Mary as a result of the worship of the pg” Oe 


ear 


= 4 aie 7 GET X 
oe aes ce St Bee oe A 
et ae. S a aes oe fe ; 
%, pn cee ee Sa 3 sl è m s 
i ee ape i Š Ps . $ 
a Rusts etc et . 


187. What were the principal stages in the cult of 


Mary? i | 
4 > principal stages in the cult of Mary were: (1) from the 
i ae be Apostles to the Council of Ephesus; (2) from 
ine oil of Ephesus to the sixteenth century; (3) from the Sis: 
ounc > 
teenth century to the present day. 


188. Is there anything worthy of note in the fret 
stage of Marian Cult? 


irst stage of Marian cult, worthy of note are the facts 
and cht afiemations that were the seed from which blos- 
somed the gigantic tree of devotion to Mary. These facts were: 
(1) the most lively faith in the excellence of Mary; (2) the prac- 
tice of the invocation of the saints, especially of the martyrs 
from the beginning of the second century; (3) the images of 
Mary, some of which date back from the first half of the second 
century; (4) the custom of invoking the protection of Mary 
from the second and third centuries with the well-known 
rayer, “We fly to thy patronage;” (5) the institution of several 
ee in honor of Mary toward the end of the fourth century. 
And in the second half of the fourth century we have many 
assertions of the Fathers referring directly ‘to Marian cult. 
Therefore, the practice of venerating and invoking Mary was 
universal by the first half of the fourth century. 


189. Is there anything worthy of note in the second 
stage of Marian cult? 


In the second stage of Marian cult, the liturgy as well as 
the private religious cult made rapid strides from the ae 
of the fifth century and attained their climax with St. Bernard. 


Notwithstanding this tremendous acceptance of the worship of | 


Mary, its nature was painstakingly investigated and clearly de- _ 
fined by St. Thomas Aquinas and St, Bonaventure. aS 


eee es | 


190. Is there anything worthy of note in the third 
stage of Marian Cult? Se 


In the third stage of Marian cult, the cult of Our Lady es 


received a more scientific study especially in its dogmatic impli- 


cations in order to counteract the heretical assertions of the ae 
Protestants and Jansenists. Those full of merit in this undertaking 


RO 


i — SS 


Peter Canisius, St. Alphons 
ies: sus Liguori j 
3 St. Lou 


were y 
AEF Montfort, etc., all great A j j 
njon £ postles of the cult F: F Grig- 


CHAPTER VII 
PRACTICES OF DEVOTION TO M 
ARY 


191. What practices arose out of Marian cult? 
c 


Down through the centuries Marian cult had gi 
ven origi 


to many practices of devotion to Mary later approved b 
y tne 


Church pily Cult. The Hail 
]. Va ult. e Hail M 
An las and Regina Coeli, the et re oly Queen, the 
Office of the Blessed Virgin, the Rosary pple the Little 
Seven Dolors; , the Beads of the 
ə, Weekly Cult. Saturday dedicated to Mary; 
3, Monthly Cult. The first Saturday of each sont 
4. Annual Cult. The various feasts of Our Lady: 
5, Acts of Cult of free choice. The Way of Piy 
Mother, Marian Congresses; 1 ee 
6. Perpetual Cult. Marian Associations (orders, third or- 
ders, Confraternities and associations of youth,) the Mar- 
ian Scapulars, Marian Shrines and the Consecration to - 


Mary. 


1, DAILY CULT 


s vels (a) The Hail Mary. 
192. What is the Hail Mary? = = = 


The Hail Mary is the Marian prayer par 
any the most beautiful praise and invocation thi 
| ected to the august Mother of God 


e i | 1- ~ 98, Say the Hail Mar / 


Hail Mary, full of grac the 1 
thou among women, an blessed 
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mothe 
at the hour of our death. 


aaa a A NE 


Hi, 
tE 


194. Into how many parts is the Hail Mary i 
vided? S 


à ‘1 Mary is divided into two distinct pg 
The Hail Mary Is ¢ t parts: ; 
art we repeat the eulogy which the Angel Gabriel D the 


first fede 
nteabeth addressed to Mary; in the second part we repeat $ 
inyocation proposed by the Church in order to obtain ‘ie = 


tection of Mary now and at the hour of our death. 


195. Tell me briefly the history of the Hail Mary. 


Before attaining its present form, the Hail Mary was to 
undertake the long journey through the centuries. In al] prob- 
ability the salutation_of the angel (Hail, full of grace, the Lord 
is with thee), and that of St. Elizabeth (blessed art thou amon 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb), were TRR 
separately through the natural impulse of imitation from the 
very moment the faithful were able to read the Gospel of St. 
Luke in which they are recorded. In the fifth century in the 
East and the seventh century in the West, the two salutations 
were combined and the name Mary inserted after the word 
“Hail”. In the seventh century in EOS and twelfth century in 
the West, the name Jesus was inserted after the word “womb”. 

The second part of the Hail Mary (Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.) was added to the first in the fourteenth century with 
several variations. The first document in which it appears under 
the present form has it as an acrostic poem by Gasparino Borro, 
a Servite (+1498). Its use, however, becamte universal in the 
edition of the Roman Breviary issued by order of Pius V who 
definitely approved it and imposed its recitation upon all priests 


at the beginning of the canonical hours. 
a 


(b) The Hail Holy Queen. 
196. What is the Hail Holy Queen? 


The Hail Holy Queen is one of the most impressive anti- 
phons or prayers which the Church addresses to Our Lady as 
the Queen and Mother of Mercy. 


197. Recite the Hail Holy Queen. = 


Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our Life 
ness, and our Hope. To thee do we cry, poo 


\ 


, our Sweet- 


ed children 


g Er a me i ee o0G Alpe Oli sigh 

weepi” in this valley of tears. Turn then” AS, 
gcate, thine eyes of mercy toward us. and 
nto us the blessed Fruit of thy’ 


how Y i 
oving, O sweet Virgin Mary, 


ES EO 

z ost Sracious Ad- 
arter this our ex: 

yY womb, Jesus. O | exile, 

D. C ement 

, 


198. Tell me briefly the 


Queen. 


According to the most common Opinion the Hail H 
a ol 


ueen was composed by Hermann Contra 
nk of Reichenau in the eleventh c ctus, a Benedictine 


history of the Hail Holy 


O entury. 

r onderful beauty and perfect consonance ith ee Of its 

U the Christian soul it became widely diffused in ionas ssities of 

X \ among the faithful. eries and 
al (c) The Angelus and Regina Coeli. 


199. What is the Angelus? 


The Angelus is a_prayer to honor Mary in the 
seit -E5 ann > mystery of 
Her Annunciation thrice daily: in the morning, at oe a 


in the evening. 


200. Recite the Angelus. 


The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary; 

And she conceived of the Holy Ghost. | 

Hail Mary, etc. | 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 

May it be done unto me according to thy word. 

Hail Mary, etc. | 

And the Word: was made Flesh; 

And dwelt amongst us. 

Hail Mary, etc. : 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. ae 
~ That we may be made worthy of the promises’ of Christ. 
=~ let us Pray. = 

beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into 

whom the incarnation of trey 
y the message of an angel, made by 
Ebr ght to the glory of His Res- 


Tell me briefly the history of the Angelus, 


S originated at various times and places 
; be ir £ j : ; 
salutation was begun in Italy n the thirteenth 
The evening, salt m in the fourteenth, The ali 


1. evening salutatic 
‘ntury and the evening salutat a ae Tey 
century a noon originated in France in the fifteenth century, 
tation < 


5 ete entury the three separate formulas 

Finally, in the sixteen ia = are became permanent practice. a 
ae rE: 42, Benedict XIV established that during the Easter 
S a the Angelus be substituted by the antiphon, Regina Coeli; 
: cre on all Sundays beginning with E (therefore from 
Satay evening) the Angelus be recitec ‘standing. In 1815, 
Pius VIL added three Glorias in thanksgiving to the Blessed 
Trinity for the gifts bestowed upon the most holy Virgin. 


201. 
Parts of the Angelu 


(d) The Litany of Loretto. 
202. What is the Litany of Loretto? 


The Litany of Loretto is a series of forty-six invocations 
addressed to Our Lady, which are taken from the Scriptures and 
the writings of the Holy Fathers. The litany magnifies the 


greatness, the power, and the goodness of Mary. 


203. Tell me briefly the history of the Litany of 
Loretto. 


In the history of this litany we must distinguish three pe- 
riods: (1) the period of preparation; (2) the period of forma- 
tion; and (3) the period of triumph. The first beginnings of the 
litany ( period-of preparation) are to be found in the litany of 
the Saints recited in the East from the third Century and also in 
the eulogies on the qualities of Mary found in the writings 
of the Fathers. We find the earliest formation of this litany in 
the codex of a certain Magonza who lived in the twelfth century. 
The fourteenth century gave birth to another litany containing 
75 eulogies, surpassing in fervor those of Magonza, at that time 
ao universal acclaim. In the fifteenth and sixteenth cen- 
turies, the litanies of Our Lady, always more elaborate than the 
preceeding ones, multiplied in su prising numbers. Even at 
the noted shrine of Loretto, in the bees ning of the sixteenth 
century, a litany of Our Lady composed by an unknown author 
was os ed in song; later it received the approval of Pope Six- 
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pade the composition of new ones ; 
forbade h the exception of the Lita? eee publication of eid 
f Loretto. Thenceforth, the Litany of fae the Holy House 
versal. In 1631, the Sacred Congregation RF. Bike became uni- 
additions: After the yenar 1854, Pius IX added es forba 
«Queen conceived without original sin”. Leo ines Invocation, 
eatin, ; Queen of the Most Holy Rosary” P TE added the in- 
Good Counsel in 1903. On November 16 WEN and Mother 
added the invocation, Queen of Peace”. The last 2. Benedict XV 
ed to the Litany is “Queen assumed into Heaven” iW Boos tis 
| us 


xil. 
(e) 


O 
de new 


The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin. 


904. What is the Little Office of the Blessed Virgin? 


The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin, though shorter and 
with various parts of its own, is an office similar to the Divine 
Office. It is recited on the feasts of Our Lady and on Saturdays. 
Each part of the Office has for its purpose the consecration of 


the entire day to Mary's service. 


905. Tell me briefly the history of the Little Office 


of the Blessed Virgin. 


The recitation of the Little Office which for many cen- 
turies was a daily practice among clerics and lay people began 
in a Benedictine Monastery a little before the year 1000 to-_ 
gether with the devotion of consecrating Saturdays to Mary. 


St. Uldericus, Bishop of Augsburg and his contemporary, Ber- 
nerius, provost of Verdun, were accustomed to recite it daily. 
: to this pious practice came 


The most vigorous impulse given 

from, St. pote Damian and from the venerable Estero Ke 
Onesti, Damian's fellow-citizen and admirer. In the twettth a 
thirteenth centuries, the Little Office ee 
ligious orders, by the secular clergy especi? n we 
people. In 1571 Pius V unified the entire te outside of 


ae eae oe ea BS y ite 
Th i mee obligation to Ten 
ough not imposing ee g to the devotion of the fai 


an he warmly roon oe 
Pius X removed the obligation even ~> ed the princi gan 
ee Weeethtnding, it bas remain ones. 

of, many. modem Congregations of bott eee 


The Rosary. 


9 

What is the Rosary! 
terminate form of prayer in honor % 
deter of 150 Hail Marys intercalated 


eee 
rirgin, consisting l 
the Most SEMA vee and divided into 15 decades, each decade 
4th 15 Our fathers < we . , 
with aniotetine one of the mysteries $ a F emption, Th. 
ES are five Joyful, five Sorrowful, and five Glorious. 
mysterie: 


907. Tell me briefly the history of the Rosary, 


; lements of the Rosary (ie., the beads con- 
x? g a A MEA 15 Our Fathers, with the meditation on 
a mirel] have originated and been unified at different 


(£) 
206. 


The Rosary 1s a 


ahs first element or the beads employed for ene, the 
Hail Marys is very ancient. St. Paul the Hermit (+341) used to 
count the Our Fathers by means of little pebbles and later sub- 
stituted seeds or knots on a string, the two © nds of which 
were joined, thus receiving the name of “corona” or beads. The 
use of the beads became popular toward the beginning of the 


fifteenth century. 
~The second element or the 150 Hail Marys divided into 
15 decades, originated about the twelfth century when the Hail 
Mary was first becoming a common prayer. The first two ele- 
ments were already in existence in the twelfth century. 

The third element or the Our Father was introduced by 
the Carthusian Monk, Henry Egher (1328-1408) toward the end 


of the fourteenth century. 

The fourth element or the meditation on the fifteen mys- 
teries, was introduced by the Carthusian, Dominic of Prussia 
(+1461) about the middle of the fifteenth century. The mys- 
teries he proposed were 150 in number which, at the begin- 
ning of the seventeenth century were reduced to fifteen as we 
have them today. Pop e_ Leo XIII in his celebrated encyclical very : 


much recommended the daily recitation of the Rosary in all 
families, SS 


(g) The Beads of the Seven Dolors of Mary : ee 
208. What are the heads of the Seven Dolors? = 


The beads of the seven Dolors is a | form of prayer sania, 
to the Rosary but consisting of seven stations ea o a 


by seven Hail Marys, and recalling to 
) ~ © 


mind the sa, 
órrows Of Mary to be meditated at each i 
5 ) 


i en princin: 
station. Principal 
209. Tell me 


briefly the history 
a y of the beads of 


The beads of Seven Dolors 


wer 1 with the seven holy founde 
originatec ~ y sOunders of the Ord 
Servants of Mary (in the thirteenth century ) whom She ae os 
to keep alive in the Church the memory of the Sorrows She e 
dured for our Redemption. Various Po enriched the 


es have 
recitation of these beads with many indulganeen 


of Mary, in all Probability 


2. WEEKLY CULT 


The Saturday of Our Lady. 


210. What day is particularly consecrated to Our 
Lady? 


The day of the week particularly consecated by the Church 
to Our Lady is Saturday, as Sunday is consecrated to the Blessed 


211. When was Saturday first consecrated to Mary? 


Saturday was first consecrated to Mary about the tenth cen- 
tury with a Mass and a proper Office. What today is called the 
English Saturday is none other than the Saturday of Mary in 
whose honor on that day was granted a long rest to workers. 


Pius V in his liturgical reforms established a Mass and an Office 
to Our Lady on Saturday. 


3. MONTHLY CULT 


| The first Saturday of the Month. 


_ This pious practice in its present form was origi ated in 1890 by 
the Servant of God, Sister Dolores Inglese, of the Servants o aa 
Lad ’ of Reparation in Adria, Italy. In February of the year 
Oh mn ease Jhe 


ed by an irresistible Force to institute the practice 
on of Reparation which in a very short time drew 


\ 


2 The first Saturday is set apart to make reparation for : 
~ all the offenses committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary. — 


eh aa eo. 


à -,ctical Authorities and the f 
yoo oper eT unions of the Daught™s 
seven or nations. Henceforth, Holy Communion, 
Mary in Italy e constantly being offered up. In the year 1904 
of Reparation et prayers to be said at every mystery oF the 
she compo is before and after the hour of reparation. Within 
Rosary as W herie same year these holy practices were richly indul. 
the ot ba "Pius X. This meritorious work of Marian Reparation 
legen = a by the Institution of the Servants of Mary of Adria, 
b ficial organ is the monthly periodical of the ‘Lega 
Mafiana Riparatrice,” published in Italian. 
= The Queen of Heaven placed Her stamp of approval upon 
this devotion of Her faithful children by favoring them with the 
apparitions and prodigies at Fatima. Reparation for offenses 
commited against the Immaculate Heart of Mary is the cen- 
tral theme of the Message of Fatima. For this purpose, Qur Lady 
Herself suggested ctices most pleasing to Her: (1) a Com- 
union of Reparation on the first Saturday of every month; 
f (2) the recitation_of the Holy Rosary; (3) offering up to Her 
i Immaculate Heart our daily sufferings and actions in the spirit 
of reparation. Moreover, Our ay romised assistance with 
pin necessary for salvation to ose who, animated with 

e spirit of reparation, on the first Saturday of five consecutive 
a months would go to Confession and Communion, recite the 
| | third part of the Rosary, meditating upon the mysteries for fif- 


teen minutes. 


the approval 


of more than 


4. YEARLY CULT 
(a) The Feasts of Mary. 
213. When were feasts in honor of Mary first cel- 
ebrated in the Csh = =o A 
: casts in honor of Mary in the Church were first celebrated 


rtn „Century. Previously, Mary had 
| he liturgy with Her Divine Son, 


x oa 
NY honor Her Divine Maternity ; $ 
‘i ve nception of Jesus, in attionine: B Se, and Her aes 
y | feast was introduced into the liti e fifteenth Saas ginal 
N) Milan, etc., and was followed by sev By of the West Rar. this 
a i eral other {f > Ravenna 

Nativity of Mary, the Annunciation if r feasts; namely, the 
X Assumption of the Virgin, the Puriticatic vE ormition or- p 
i the Virginal Conception of Jesus, n, the Presentation, and 
\ 
a 215. How many feasts in h 

=e onor of 

r Church officially celebrate at present? Mary does the 
i At present, the Church celebrates 16 f 
namely, the Immaculate Chicehtion: the: = y of Mary; 
tk Apparition of the Immaculate Virgin at Pada he Ar ge 
i ation, Our Lady of Sorrows, the Immaculate Hei Ñ oe 
x Visitation, Qur F of Mt. Carmel, the Assum z pe the 
s tivity of Mary, the holy Name of Mary, the Raa ay e Na- 
: 2 Lady of the Rosary, the Divine Maternity of Mar aaa we 
Se Presentation of Mary in the T emple. 7 $ 
tit 
h : 216. How many principal feasts in honor of Mary 
a are celebrated in certain localities only? 
i The principal feasts in honor of Mary celebrated in cer- 


tain localities only are twenty-one in number: Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, Our Lady Help of Christians, Our Lady of 
Consolation, Our Ladys Marriage, Transportation of Mary's 
house to Loretto, the Expectation of Marys Delivery, the 
Humility of Mary, the Miraculous Medal, Mother Mary of 
Beautiful Love, Our Lady of Grace, Our Lady of Miracles, 
Mary Mediatrix of all Graces, Our Lady of Ransom, Our Lady 
of the Good Shepherd, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Our Lady 
of Divine Providence, the Purity of Mary, Mary Refuge ot 
Sinners, Mary Queen of the Apostles, Mary Queen of all Saints, 
and Mary Health of the Sick. In addition to these there are 
many others (600 in number) scattered throughout the year. 


- ( b) The Months of Mary. ee. : 


fay is consecrated to 
o the Sorrows of 


A and the month of October, to Mary as Queen of the 
Mary; ” 


Holy Rosary: 


218. Tell me briefly the history of the month of 


May. 
The month of May wes first dedicated to Mary in the 
West as a reaction against the pagan customs prevalent during 


th of flowers. The first person to associate May with 
the month of No. X, king of Spain (1239-1248), in the thir 
teenth century. In the following century, Blessed Henry Suso 
(1365) was jccustomed to weave for Mary fragrant garlands 
during the month of flowers. In 1549 the Benedictine, Wolfgang 
Seidl ( eee published a booklet entitled, “The Spiritual May,” 
setting forth a renewed and definite opposition to the pagan 
profanations during the month of May. No less zealous was 
uld encourage the youth of his day to 


+ Philip Neri who wo 
pay tribute to the Madonna in May. T oward the end of the 
lare at Naples it be- 


seventh century, in the Church of St. Cl 
came the pious os to honor Our Lady in May every 
evening for one hour with sacred canticles and Benediction 


of the Blessed Sacrament. About the same time, the Dominican 

Students at Fiesole introduced the practice during May of 

singing love songs to the Virgin, the Lady of their hearts. In 

1791, this act of homage was extended to all the feasts in May 

and later it was decided that Mary be honored every day of 

the month. In the first half of the eighteenth century, the con- 
secration of May to Mary was adopted by many Churches, and 
today it is adopted by al Catholics throughout the world. 


219. Tell me briefly the history of the month of 


September. SS SoS | 

The devotion to the Sorrov . ary during the month 
of September was first introdu ‘der of the Servants 
Q @ toward the en ge 8 en : 


it is p 


racticed in m 


,d later in France. Pope Leo XIII made ; i 
\ \ sniversal Church. © it obligatory for the 
N 5. CULT IN TIME OF 


(a) Via Matris 


FREE CHOICE 


221. What is the Via Matris? 


The Via Matris is a devout exercis 
Crucis. It consists of seven stations in 


the seven principal Dolors of Mary. 


e analogous to the Via 
which are contemplated 


222. Tell me briefly the history of the Via Matris? 


The devotion of the Via Matris was first practiced b 
Order of the Servants of Mary toward the end af the aati 
| century. Gregory XII, Leo XIII and Pius X enriched it with 
| indulgences and today it is widespread especially in America. 


(b) Marian Congresses. 


223. What is a Marian Congress? 


A Marian Congress is a solemn parochial, diocesan, re- 
ional, national or international reunion in which are studied 
the various problems regarding the dogma and cult of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Every Marian Congress has a threefold 


_ objective: (1) to study Mary; (2) to honor Mary; and (3) to- 
imitate Mary. a ee 


~ 224, What are the principal Marian Congresses cel- 
~ ebrated thus far? 


\ series of Marian Congresses began at Leghorn, on August 
>. | movement was originated by a modest priest of 
er Beniamino Scajano; was enthusiastically pro- 
shop of the city, Leopold Franchi, approved and 
one of his briefs. The whole Italian 
ctive interest in the movement while the 
ok to finance all the necessary 
ied into four Se 

ories and benefits ob- 


Mary; Mary and 


: sses soon followed: at Florence, 1897. 
Aapon SEJO: Britanny (a series of congresses from 
Turin, 1895; Lyons, ona, 1918; Bogota, 1919; Brussels, 1921. 


94): ] 
a 11927; Seville, 1829; Lourdes, 1930; Rome, 1931; Po ey 


land, 1934; Boulogne-sur-mer, 1938; Saragossa, 1940; and again 


ota, 1942. 
> athe: Tntemational Marian Congresses held thus far are 


mber: Freiburg, 1902; Rome, 1904 (on the occasion 
of the fiftieth anniversary of the definition of the Immaculate 
Conception ); Einsieldeln, 1906; Saragossa, 1908; Salzburg, 1910. 
Treviri, 1912; and Montreal, May, 1947. 


6. PERPETUAL CULT 


Marian Associations. 


225. What are the Orders and Religious Congreg- 
ations dedicated particularly to Mary? 


The Order and Religious Congregations dedicated particu- 
larly to Mary are: The Carmelites, approved in the year 1226; 
Mercedarians, 1218: the Servants o Mary, 1223; the Clerics 
Regular of the Mother of God, 1574; the Missionary Fathers of 
the Company of Mary, 1705; the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
1816; the Oblates of the Virgin Mary, 1815; the Society of Mary 
or the Marists, 1822: the Society of Mary or the Marianists, 1817: 
the Sons of Mary Immaculate or the Pavonians, 1821-1847; the 
Augustinians of the Assumption or the Assumptionists, 1845; 
the Sons of the Blessed Virgin Immaculate of Lucon, 1898: The 
Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary or the Clar- 
= Stians, 1849; the Missionaries of the Immaculate Virgin of 
~ Lourdes, 1848; the Canons Regular of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, 1866; the Missionaries of Our Lady of La Salette, 1852; the 
the Holy Virgin of Tinchebray, 1851; the Congrega- 
aculate Heart of Mary of Scheut, 1862: the 
hins of Our Lady of Sorrows, 1889: 
e, 1866; the Marian Congregation 
Brother of Our Lady of Mercy, 
r the Marists of the Schools, 


O 


226. What are the principal third ord 


i i ers 
The principal third orders of Mary atria of Mary? 
of Carmelites and the Third Order of the Sains ae Order 
or Ma 


227. What are the principal Co 
Mary: 


They are the following: the Confraternit; 
Rosary, Our Lady of Sorrows, Our Lady of is Cagney 
Lady of Grace, the Immaculate Heart 6f Mary, Our hed Our 
Consolation, Mary Queen of Hearts, Our La ay EA 5 y of 
Heart, Our Lad of the Blessed Sacrament, Our La ag we pa 
Death, the Mother of Divine Providence, and the Contrater i 
of the three Hail Marys. rnity 


nfraternities of 


the Holy 


228. What is the principal Pious Union of Mary 
for young women? 

The principal Pious Union of Mary for young wo 
the Pious Union of the Daughters of Mary EE Beek 


Lady Herself in the apparitions to Blessed Catherine Laboure in _ 
the year 1830 and afterwards propagated throughout the world. 


229, What are the principal Marian Associations 
for young men? ae ile 
The principal Marian Associations for young men are: The 
Marian Associations founded by the Jesuits; the Legion of Mary 
recently founded in Ireland and now pees throughout the 
world; the Militia of Mary Immaculate founded 25 years a 
by Father Maximilian Kolbe of the Minor Conventuals. 


230. What are the principal Scapulars a 


The principal Scapulars of Mary are: The 
Lady of Mt. Carmel; the Scapular of Our Lad 
White Scapular of Our Lady Health of the S 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary; the Scapular 
Good Counsel; the Scapular of the Sacred H 
Mary, etc. | o 


281. What are the Marian Sar 
pilgrimages? ee 
The Marian Sanctuaries fr qi 


